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Conyersation  between  Judge  North,  Major 
South,  and  Mr.  Free  Church, 


."^CENn, — Neicirpaperdo?!!.  Mn.  Fuke  Church  and  otlwr 
GmtUmcn  reading,  Ma.t.  South  and  Judgk  North 
in  angry  dispute  about  SLacenj  ;  threatening  fight. 
Mr.  Free  Church  interposes. 

Mr.  Free  Qhiirch, — Gentlemen,  be  calm  : 
thei'e  is  a  more  rational  way  of  getting  satis- 
faction than  this.  Let  us  have  a  fair  discus- 
sion. We  will  hear  your  attack  and  defense, 
and  help  you  to  a  more  judicious  conclusion 
than  running  each  other  through  with  the 
sword. 

Judge  North, — Very  well :  I  am  willing  to 
debate  the  subject  with  Major  South. 

Major  South, — Commence  then.  Judge  N .  , 
as  you  are  the  assailant. 


4  Slavenj  and  Marriage. 


Judge  — I  am  always  ready  in  so  good  a 
cause.  I  affirm  then,  to  begin  with,  that 
Slavery  is  an  arbitrary  institution,  created  by 
law,  and  contrary  to  natural  liberty.  All  men 
nre  created  free  and  equal. 

Major  S, — I  affirm  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
rendition  of  master  and  servant  is  naturaL 
Servitude,  or  the  labor  of  one  for  another^ 
t'xists  everywhere  ;  and  Slavery  is  only  one 
form  of  this  necessity. 

Judge  N. — It  is  a  most  cruel  and  oppressive 
form  you  must  admit,  one  under  which  horrible 
wrong  and  outrage  is  committed.  Look  at 
the  every-day  accounts  of  slaves  being  ivliip- 
ped  to  death. 

Major  S, — There  are  instances  of  cruel 
treatment,  it  is  true,  but  they  are  exceptions, 
not  chargeable  to  the  system,  which  is  natu- 
rally one  of  protection  and  confidence. 

Judge  N. — It  is  a  vicious  system  in  itself, 
liecause  it  gives  unlimited  power ^  and  such 
power  in  the  present  state  of  human  nature  is 
sure  to  be  oppressive.  Ownership  of  man  by 
man  is  wrong,  and  prolific  of  wrong. 

3Iajor  S. — But  the  law  protects  slaves 
from  abusive  masters. 

Judge  iV. — You  know,  however,  that  the 
law  is  merely  nominal,  or,  at  most,  applies  only 
in  extreme  cases. 

M(fjo7'  S, — The  slaves  are  happy  ;  they  do 
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not  ask  your  pity.  You  covild  not  persuad(^ 
them  to  leave  their  masters,  or  exchange  their 
condition  with  your  own  free  laborers. 

Judge  — This  is  no  argument  in  favor  of 
Slavery ;  it  only  shows  the  degraded  state  ct* 
the  slave.  The  noble  instinct  which  chooses 
liberty  or  deaths  is  all  crushed  out  of  him. 
His  spirit  is  broken  under  the  yoke.  Then, 
he  is  treated  as  a  brute  in  respect  to  his  affec- 
tions. Family  ties  are  sundered  without  re- 
morse, and  the  tenderest  connections  rudely 
broken.  What  can  you  say  in  defense  of  this 
cruelty  ? 

Major  S. — T  affirm  that  Slavery  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Bible.  Moses  and  Paul  botli 
recognized  it,  and  gave  regulations  concernin;::; 
it. 

Judge  — The  Bible  permitted  Slavery  ou 
account  of  the  barbarism  of  the  times,  but 
certainly  does  not  sanction  it  with  any  thinp: 
like  approval ;  on  the  contrary,  its  whole  spirit 
is  opposed  to  it,  and  fully  carried  out,  would 
lead  to  its  immediate  abolition.  Furthermore . 
Slavery  is  a  system  that  recognizes  no  Bible, 
So  far  as  the  slave  is  concerned,  that  book 
might  as  well  have  never  been  given.  You  take 
away  his  right  to  read  and  enquire  the  way  of 
life  for  himself ;  and  if  he  ever  gains  a  knowl- 
edge of  his  duty  and  a  religious  faith,  your 
monstrous  claim  of  o-^mership  is  still  para- 
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mount.  He  has  no  liberty  to  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience.  Thus,  by  3^our 
power  to  heathenize  and  coerce  him,  all  spiritual 
as  well  as  bodily  freedom  is  taken  away. 

3Iajor  S. — The  liberation  of  the  slaves 
would  be  attended  with  pillage  and  bloodshed, 
and  your  tender  mercy  to  them  is  murder  to 
their  masters. 

Judge  JV, — I  contend  that  liherty  hreah 
virtue^  and  that  the  slaves,  if  liberated  and 
treated  justly,  would  be  better  citizens  rhan 
they  are  now. 

Major  S. — They  are  not  capable  of  taking 
care  of  themselves;  their  masters  would  have 
to  support  them  or  they  would  starve. 

Judfje  N, — This  is  a  false  assumption  ;  for 
it  is  universally  proved  that  free  labor  is  more 
jirofitable  than  slave  labor.  The  slaves  would 
do  their  work  more  cheerfully  and  better  for 
wages,  than  they  do  from  fear  of  the  lash. 

Major  S. — Just  compare  our  servants  wiiii 
tlie  free  negroes  of  the  North,  and  say  whicli 
class  is  the  happiest  ?  You  cannot  deny  that 
the  lot  of  the  slave  is  vastly  preferable. 

Judge  — If  this  Vy^ere  so,  it  is  because 
our  free  negroes  sufier  the  disgrace  and  abase- 
ment of  their  brethren  ;  so  that  their  wretch- 
edness is  owing  to  the  existence  of  Slavery. 
Slavery  is  a  curse  to  the  whole  African  race. 

Major  S. — Well,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
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the  corner-stone  of  our  republican  edifice. 
Your  abolition  principles  strike  at  the  very 
foundations  of  society.  Besides,  it  is  inter- 
meddling with  what  does  not  concern  you. 
The  South  have  a  right  to  their  own  domestic 
institutions,  and  this  northern  interference  is 
intolerable  ;  for  one,  I  am  ready  to  defend  my 
rights  at  the  point  of  the  sword. 

Judge  iV. — 'Justice  must  be  done  if  the 
iieavens  fall.'  A  state  of  society  founded  on 
unrighteous  principles  ought  to  be  subverted, 
and  I  shall  not  cease  agitation  against  Slavery 
?f  it  stirs  up  war. 

Mr.  Free  C/mrcJi. — Before  you  proceed  to 
f^uch  extremities,  allow  me  a  few  words  with 
Judge  North.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  able  to  di- 
vert your  mutual  wrath.  Will  you  be  mode* 
rator,  Major  South  ? 

Major  S. — 0  certainly — proceed. 

Mr.  F. — Judge  North,  I  hold  the  same 
opinion  about  Marriage  that  you  do  of  Slavery^ 
that  it  is  an  arbitrary  institution,  and  contrary 
to  natural  liberty.  What  do  you  say  to  this 
'  ipinion  ? 

Judge  iV. — I  say  that  it  is  manifestly  false 
— nature  every  where  dictates  Marriage. 

Mr.  F. — It  dictates  sexual  union,  I  will  al- 
low ;  but  this  marriage  in  pairs  is  only  one  form 
or  method  of  bringing  about  sexual  union, 
and  I  believe  that  this  method  is  as  arbitrary 
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as  the  slaveholder's  method  of  securing  natu- 
ral semce  ;  and  it  is  very  extensively,  if  not 
universally,  a  cruel  and  oppressive  method  of 
uniting  the  sexes,  especially  to  woman,  the 
weaker  party.  The  catalogue  of  woman's 
abuses  under  the  tyranny  of  matrimony,  com- 
pare very  well  with  the  cruel  lot  of  the  slaves. 
Let  me  read,  for  instance,  an  account  of  a  con- 
jugal mauling  and  murder,  which  I  cut  from 
a  late  paper : — 

**  Outrage  and  Probable  Murder. — An  exami' 
jiation  has  been  goin^  on  at  Albion,  during  the  pas^ 
week,  of  Mr.  Lovvder,  residing  in  the  town  of  Yates- 
about  fifteen  miles  north  of  that  village,  for  the  sup" 
posed  murder  of  his  wife.  The  facts  brought  to  light 
on  the  testimony  of  the  neighbors  and  daughter  oi' 
the  prisoner  show  a  degree  of  depravity — of  relenl- 
Hessness,  fiend-like  cruelty,  which  it  is  seldom  ouv 
lot  to  record.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  he  had 
been  in  the  habit,  for  several  weeks  previous  to  her 
death,  of  treating  his  wife  with  the  most  wanton 
cruelty  as  a  pastime — had  knocked  her  down  on 
several  occasions  with  an  ax-helve  ;  would  place  her 
repeatedly  on  the  bed,  jerk  it  from  the  beadstead  lo 
the  floor,  and  after  beating  her  without  mercy, 
would  replace  the  bed  and  repeat  the  act.  On  om- 
occasion  it  was  said  that  after  repealing  the  transae- 
lion  described  above  several  times,  he  raised  thr 
cellar-door,  threw  her  into  the  cellar  and  kept  her 
there  till  morning.  The  circumstances  of  her  death 
were  that  she  went  to  bed  in  usual  health,  and  was 
found  dead  in  the  morning.  When  the  coroner's  in- 
quest was  held,  Dr.  HufTof  Albion,  took  the  stomach 
to  his  residence,  in  which  was  detected,  on  exami- 
nalion,  a  considerable  quantity  of  oxalic  acid.  It 
appeared  that  Mr.  Lowder  had  purchased  poison  u 
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sbort  time  previous  to  this  event,  and  that  a  paper  of 
\vhile  powder,  admitted  to  ])e  poison  by  him,  had 
been  found  in  tlie  bed  by  the  dau«;hler.  [Lockporl 
(N.  Y.)  Courier,  15th/' 

Judge  N, — This  is  an  extreme  case.  You 
will  find  such  abuses  only  among  the  lowest 
classes,  and  they  cannot  be  charged  to  the 
Marriage  system. 

Major  — But  I  said  the  same,  you  will 
recollect,  of  bad  treatment  of  the  slaves. 

3Ir,  F. — The  truth  is.  Marriage  gives  man 
t/it!  poiver  of  oumersJdp  over  w^oman,  and  such 
power  is  as  wrong  and  prolific  of  wrong  in  the 
ease  of  Marriage,  as  in  that  of  Slavery. 

Major  S. — You  must  see  the  force  of  this 
argument,  I  am  sure.  Judge  North. 

Judge  JV. — The  latv  protects  woman  from 
the  violence  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  F. — Nominally,  I  admit ;  but  as  in 
the  case  of  Slavery,  this  protection  applies 
only  in  extreme  cases. 

Judge  N. — Woman  is  devotedly  attached 
to  marriage.  You  will  make  yourself  perfect- 
ly odious  to  her,  by  advocating  its  abolition. 

Mr.  F. — The  fact  that  the  victims  of  mar- 
riage are  attached  to  it,  and  could  not  be 
induced  to  abandon  their  situation,  only  proves 
their  degradation.  The  Hindoo  w^oman  choo- 
ses to  be  burned  with  the  body  of  her  hus- 
band, because  she  knows  no  other  way,  and 
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j)refers  death  to  the  odium  of  unfashionable 
behavior.  Marriage  separates  and  breaks 
up  families.  In  every  instance  union  at  the 
altar ^  as  it  is  justly  called,  (considering  the 
cruelty  of  the  sacrifice,)  mutilates  two  family 
(drcles.  Weddings  are  frequently  as  woeful 
to  the  parent  families  as  funerals.  Examples 
of  the  rending  of  family  ties  are  at  hand. 
My  father's  family  saw  one  of  its  daughter's 
(\xiled  to  the  south,  and  another  to  the  west« 
and  both  hurried  to  their  graves  by  uncon- 
i^enial  climates  and  hardships.  My  friend 
liere,  Mr.  M.,  has  brought  up  a  large  family  of 
(.'hildren,  and  yet  now  in  his  old  age  he  and 
his  wife  have  been  obliged  to  go  60  or  60 
miles  to  meet  an '  Orphan's  Friend  Society'  for 
t!ie  purpose  of  getting  a  child  of  strangers  to 
live  with  them.  IMarriage  has  taken  all  their 
children  away. 

Judge  JY. — But  the  Bible  sanctions  Marriage, 
and  you  must  admit  it  is  a  divine  institution. 
'  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,'  is  one  of  the 
ten  commandments. 

3fr  F. — The  Bible  sanctions  Marriage  only 
as  it  sanctions  Slavery — i.e.  temporarily,  and 
because  the  world,  by  reason  of  sin,  has  not 
hitherto  been  prepared  for  better  institutions  ; 
for  it  expressly  declares  in  Matt.  22  :  30,  that 
in  the  final  state  of  mankind,  Marriage  will 
be  abolished  ;  and  that  state  all  look  for,  and  at 
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least  pray  for,  as  often  as  they  use  the  Lord's 
])rayer — '  thy  kmgdom  come,  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.'  If  the 
decalogue  sanctions  Marriage  by  the  command- 
ment, '  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery' — it 
also  sanctions  Slavery  by  the  commandment, 
•  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  man  ser- 
vant, nor  his  maid  servant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his 
<iss  ;' — and  in  the  New  Testament,  the  same 
<liscoursc  which  enjoins  love  and  obedience  on 
husbands  and  wives,  also  enjoins  forbearance 
on  masters,  and  faithfulness  and  submission  on 
slaves.    Eph.  5  and  6.   Col.  3  and  4. 

 But  perhaps  the  worst  feature  of  Mar- 
riage, like  that  of  Slavery,  is,  that  while  it  claims 
the  sanction  of  theBible,  its  actual  operation  in 
innumerable  instances  is,  to  subvert  the  Bible, 
and  prohibit  its  influence.  It  is  a  huge  Bastile 
of  sjjritual  tyranny ;  tvhereinen  and  ivomen 
have  the  power  to  debar  each  other  from  their 
rights  of  conscie7ice^  and  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  faith.  Abundant,  every-day 
facts  prove  this :  and  as  you  showed  in  the 
case  of  Slavery,  it  is  inherent  in  the  system. 
Marriage  commits  a  man  and  woman  to  each 
other  in  such  a  way,  that  selfishness  stands  sen- 
tinel over  the  religious  convictions  of  both. — 
in  the  first  place,  to  preserve  the  fictitious 
union  vvith  which  they  commence,  it  is  for  their 
interest  to  shut  their  eyes  to  truth.    But  if 
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subsequently  an  attraction  for  God  and  religi- 
ous improvement  is  awakened  in  one,  then 
jealousy  takes  fire  in  the  other,  and  marriage 
despotism  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Either 
party  has  power  to  embarass,  persecute,  and 
often  to  crush  the  other  in  the  exercise  oi' 
their  conscientious  duties  ;  and  in  how  many 
cases  is  this  power  used !  Men  and  women 
arrogate  every  day  under  the  privileges  of 
Marriage,  the  right  to  veto  God,  and  exclude 
each  other  from  his  service.  Under  circum- 
stances where  most  of  the  religion  is  merely 
fashionable  and  formal,  the  inquisitorial  oppres- 
sion which  belongs  to  Marriage  is  not  so 
apparent;  but  in  any  case  where  novel  or 
unfashionable  doctrines  are  involved,  it  shows 
its  bolts  and  shackles  and  instruments  of  torture . 
I  assert  that  in  the  married  community,  there 
is  not  one  woman  in  fifty  who  could  become  a 
heretic  in  the  manner  of  primitive  believers 
without  braving  oppression  ;  and  bui  seldom  a 
man,  who  would  not  have  to  fight  for  the  liberty 
of  devoting  himself  and  his  property  to  an 
unpopular  cause. 

Judge  N. — But  the  abolition  of  Marriage 
would  lead  to  unbridled  licentiousness  and 
social  ruin. 

Mr.  F. — I  reply  in  your  own  words,  that 
Liberty  breeds  virtue and  I  maintain 
that  free-love,  or  complex  marriage,  combined 
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with  community  of  property,  would  annihilate 
the  very  sources  of  adultery,  whoredom,  and  all 
sexual  abuse.  It  is  the  poverty  and  compul- 
sory abstinence  of  the  Marriage  system,  that 
genders  these  crimes  in  society.  The  feeling 
of  plenty  would  directly  stimulate  to  chastity 
and  self-control. 

Major  jS, — Good.  Liberty  breeds  virtue^ 
Judge. 

Judge  N. — What  would  become  of  women 
and  children,  if  it  was  not  for  the  system  of 
maintenance  and  care  that  Marriage  provides  ? 
They  cannot  take  care  of  themselves,  and  they 
would  fare  hard  if  there  were  no  responsible 
husbands. 

3Ir.  F. — They  would  certainly  tare  better 
under  a  system  of  free-labor  and  free-love  in 
Association,  than  they  do  under  the  Marriage 
system,  where  each  family  is  at  the  mercy  of 
one  man,  A  responsible  association  of  men, 
is  the  protection  secured  to  every  woman  and 
child,  in  the  system  I  advocate. 

Judge  iV. — Look  at  the  forlorn  condition 
of  old  maids  and  old  bachelors,  and  especially 
the  class  of  abandoned  women.  What  a  con- 
trast with  the  happy  family  relations  of  married 
life. 

Mr.  F, — These  outsiders,  my  friend,  are  the 
^'  free  negroes"  of  the  marriage  system — that 
is,  their  position  and  degradation  result  from 
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the  existence  of  Marriage,  just  as  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  free  blacks  results  from  the  existence 
of  Slavery.  You  can  see  for  yourself  that  the 
abolition  of  Marriage  would  have  the  same 
effect  upon  their  condition  that  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  would  have  upon  the  negroes  of  the 
north.  Their  reproach  would  be  taken  away, 
and  the  genial  influence  of  equality  and  restored 
self-respect  would  bo  greatly  for  their  im- 
provement. 

Major  — You  have  furnished  your  oppo- 
nent with  every  argument  so  far,  Judge. 

Judge  JV, — Well,  this  is  interfering  with 
private  rights,  which  no  man  of  spirit  will  con- 
sent to.  It  strikes  at  the  foundations  of  the 
social  structure. 

Major  S, — ''Fiat  justitia^  ruat  coelum^^' 
Judge  North.  Remember  the  story  of  the 
Farmer  and  the  Lawyer  in  the  old  spelling- 
book,  and  abide  by  your  own  decision  in  our 
dispute. 

Judge  N, — I  see  I  am  trapped.  "Well, 
this  must  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  must 
either  let  Slavery  alone,  or  go  for  a  revolution 
of  society  at  the  north  as  well  as  the  south. 

Mr.  F. — I  should  advise  both  parties  to 
go  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  which  neither 
Slavery  or  Marriage  covers  wrong,  but  love 
works  righteousness  in  freedovi. 

[Exeunt  Omnes. 


